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As was to be expected, the King heard from numerous quarters
what was being said about him in Vienna. He attributed every-
thing to the reports sent there by Count Senfft, and demanded
his recall. Vienna had to agree, and the matter was the more
significant as Senfft was a particular friend of Metternich, whose
political and religious views he shared. The Chancellor even
ordered him not to request an audience before his departure. The
effect of the recent developments was very different in Prussia.

All this while indignation was steadily growing in Munich against
the undeniably beautiful, but malicious, presumptuous, domineer-
ing, shameless stranger who flung her impudent challenge to the
world. This wave of indignation was gradually becoming too
much even for her, and she felt it incumbent upon her to take some
step against it. On iSth March, 1847, the following statement by
Lola Montez appeared in The Times: 'Bavaria was for a long time
the bulwark of the Jesuits and Munich their headquarters. Brought
up from my earliest youth to hate this party, I was greatly
incensed. . . . They attempted to bribe me and offered me 50,000
francs a year if I would leave Bavaria and promise never to return.
That opened my eyes. I refused their offer with indignation.
Since then they have moved Heaven and earth to get rid of me
and have not ceased to persecute me.' This announcement was
published in agreement with the King, who took up the same
attitude as the dancer had done. The more L. is persecuted and
treated as a pariah/ Ludwig admitted to Tann, 'the more my
honour commands me to stand by her/

The Crown Prince, who had gone to visit King Otto in Athens,
also agreed with the latest political changes: 'You know, my dear
father, what fears I always entertained regarding the ultra-
Catholic party ... it was better for these to be unmasked before
the evil had become incurable . . . they were fatal both to religion
and the country. I was always loyally attached to the Church but
not to that fanatical ultra-Church party which is always a dis-
turber of the peace. You know, dear father, that it is my most
earnest desire to be able to agree with you in everything, but I
am also urged thereto by my filial devotion/1

The Queen's conduct was the most touching of all and Ludwig
always recognized this afresh. One day he said to his wife: If I
have ever sinned against you, you now have your revenge, for

1 Crown Prince Maximilian to Ludwig I, Athens, llth April, 1847. Munich
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